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Local business prospers in ''world popcorn
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Sammon's Bakery's hamburgers have earned it
high ratings.
Story b y Angie Middleton.

Photos on the front page represent some of the unique aspects ofMurray. Photos by Anita McDowell,
Belinda Oliver and courtesy of the National Boy Scout Museum.
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'In Country' stars shine in past performances
By Jon Futrell
In Country, the drama filmed in western
Kentucky about a family coming to terms with
the Vietnam War, arrives in video stores
everywhere on May 2.
Naturally, there will be a rush in this area to
rent the video since it features western Kentucky. However, if the store you go to has their
copies rented out for the night and you want to
see some other work from the cast members,
Bruce Willis, Emily Lloyd and Joan Allen,
here are a few selections below.

Die Hard (1988>- A dozen greedy terrorists
seized a Los Angeles office building for the
$600 million in negotiable bonds hidden in
their safe. Office workers attending a
Christmas party inside were held hostage by
the gunmen who shoot to kill.
Their only hope for survival is a New York
cop <Willis, who played Emmett) who is there
to meet his estranged wife (Bonnie Bedelia), an
office worker. The humor-laced action is
nonstop and not always ensy to look at.
This is definitely one of the best net ion films

in recent memory. It does lose some of its im·
pact on the small screen, though. A sequel, Die
Hard 2, Die Harder, comes to theaters this
June.

Cookie (1989). A mobster (Peter Falk) meets
his illegitimate daughter. Cookie (Lloyd, who
played Samantha), after his release from
prison. She becomes his chauffeur and tries to
keep him out of trouble. It did not get much ex·
posure in theaters, but it is worth a look on
video.
Tuclter, The Man and Hil Dream (1988)Preston Tucker (Jeff Bridges) has a bold postWorld Warn vision: the car of tomorrow, today. With the aid of hard working laborers and
investors, as well as a strong-willed wife (Joan
Allen, who played Irene, Samantha's mother),
he builds 60 of these dream cars before the Big
Three automakers shut him down.
The colorful cinematography, snappy music
and fine performances make this a delight to
watch. Martin Landau won a Best Supporting
Actor Oscar nomination for his work.

"The colorful cinematogra- 1
phy, snappy music and fine
performances make this a
delight to watch."
- Futrell
...And Justice For All (1979)- AJ Pacino
garnered a Best Actor Oscar nomination for his
performance as a burned·out lawyer forCed to
defend a judge (John Forsythe) accused of rape.
Numerous personal and professional problems are driving Pacino's character to the
edge. When Forsythe tells him that he is guilty, Pacino explodes into a rage during the opening statements of the concluding trial. Director
Norman Jewison (who also directed In Country) does a great job of keeping this film's intensity going.
For these and other films from the various
cast members of In Country, check your local
video store.

Local native recognized for radio invention
For the typical college student. the radio is n
vital part of the everyday life.
Despite their great reliance on the radio, few
college students stop to think about its origin.
Some people. even consider Murray to be the
"birthplace of radio."
On Jan. 1, 1902, Nathan B. Stubblefield, a
native of Murray, gave the fll'St public
demonstration of what he called the "wireless
telephone." This device, later known as the
radio, was battery·operated and had no in·
tervening wires. It could broadcast and receive
sounds over about an eight-mile distance.
However, his discovery was over-shadowed
by his European counterpart Guglielmo Mar·
coni. On Dec. 12, 1901, Marconi signaled the
Jetter "s" across the Atlantic Ocean from Cor·
nwall, England to Newfoundland.
The exact date of Stubblefield's discovery is
not documented, but evidence indicates tha t he
made his discovery between 1890 and 1892,
said Dr. L.J . Hortin, who has s~nt the last 50
years of his life researching the facts on
Stubblefield.
Despite all the information on Stubblefield's
research , the invention of the radio is still
credited to the Italian inventor Marconi.
The argument lies in the technicalities of the
process Stubblefield used in his broadcasting
system. Most experts said that Stubblefield used audio frequencies instead of radiation and
resonant circuits that are currently used in
radio.
Dr. Ray Mofield, a professor of journalism
and radio-television at Murray State, said he
sees the argument but does not agree with
Stubblefield's lack of credit.
"Thomas Edison didn't invent the exact kind
of electricity used today. He used D.C. instead
of A.C.; but we don't downgrade him," Mofield
said.
"Stubblefield was actually the first one to
broadcast sound through the air without
wires," Mofield said.

Marconi conveyed his message through the
use of wireless telegraphy, which did not
enable the transmission of sound, experts said.
Hortin, who was once the chairman of the
Murray State Journalism SChool, supports the
local belief that Stubblefield invented the
earliest form of the radio.
''From his patent it's apparent that he (Stubblefield) discovered the fundamental principles
of broadcasting and receiving that have made
the modem radio possible," Hortin wrote in
the March 1930 issue ofThe Kentucky Progress

Magazirte.
Documentation about the latter years of
Stubblefield's life is scarce. His last years were
spent in poverty in a tenant house five miles
northeast of Murray, Hortin wrote in the Dec.
27, 1969 issue of The Mayfield Messe1LlJer.
StubblefielCJ's body was found on March 30,
1928, two days after he had died.
Acknowledgement for his invention came 53
years too late.
James L . Johnson, Executive Secretary of the
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, acknowledg.
ed Stubblefield as the inventor of the radio at a
1961 convention of Kentucky broadcasters.
••He discovered what has probably beCome
one or o ur most i mportant· s cientific
achievements, yet he learned not to care,"
Johnson said.
"He had an opportunity to gain vast wealth
and worldwide recognition," Johnson said, ·
"but he died of starvation."
I
Tho 1929-30 class of journalism at Murray
State dedicated a monument to Stubblefield in
honor of his achievement.
The monument bears the inscription. "Here
in 1902, Nathan B. Stubblefield, 1860·1928, Inventor of Radio. broadcast and received the
Human Voice by wireless. He made experiments 10 years earlier. His home was 100
feet west."
This monument still stands directly outside
of the business building.

--

Nathan B. Stubblefield, a Murray native, Invented
what he called the wlrelea telephone, later known

as the ntdlo, In the 18908.

Although there will probably always be
arguments over the credit of this important invention, all can agree with Stubblefield's
prediction that he made in 1902.
"The sylrt.em can be developed until messages
by voice can be sent and heard all over the
country, to Europe, all over the world," Stubblefield said. '"rhere is nothing to atop it. The
world is ita limits."
Patti Beyerte,.a senior Journalism major from
Louisville, Is assistant news editor for Thtt Munay
State News.
This artiCle first appeared In The Murray Stale
News on Feb. 5, 1988.
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Main Street recognized for historic houses

The McElrath-Scott

Home

Many towns are proud of the homes which
line tlieir Main Street; two blocks of Murray's
Main Street are listed on the National Historic
Relristry.
Preservation First, a loosely knit organization of people interested in the preservation of
older homes, was responsibile for getting the
Main Street district listed said Kathy Kopperud, Preservation First member.
Around the turn of the century, Main Street
was called Institute Street and was lined with
two-story homes. Several of the historic homes
have their own personality and are standing
relatively unchanged today.
The Main Street district is zoned for professional offices but over the last five years there
have been moV'ement toward restoring homes.
"Main Street is now recognized as more of a
residential area," Kopperud said.
For homes and buildings to be listed on the
National Historic Registry, the outside of the
structure must be preserved in its original
form but improvements and remodeling can
take place inside the structure Kopperud said.
McElrath-Scott Home
The McElrath-Scott Home is probably the
oldest house in town. It was built about 1870
and in 1873 was sold to Calvin McElrath with
80 a<ljoining acres. It is on the northeast comer
of Main and 8th Streets.
The McElraths lived in this house thirty
years, from 1873 to 1910. The next owner's
name was Scott and since then three generations of the Scott family have occupied the

The Deale-Farmer Home
S.H. Higgins Home
J ust east of t h e
McElrath-Scott home is
the S.H. Higgins home. It
was built in 1890 and
features a curved porch
leading to a side door, a
circular cove with several
windows in a corner of a
parlor, a stained glass
window on the stairway
and a sewing room on the
second floor under the
cupola. The house has a
hand-carved banister and
five fireplaces.
"lt was the first home in
Murrax to have running
water,' Kopperud said.
The water was supplied
from a well in the back
yard and was powered by
a windmill.
In 1979, the Calloway County Public Library
purchased this home. It now houses the
Library Annex which sponsors many programs
for the community and serves as a meeting
place for area conferences.
Linn-Schroader Home
The Will Linn Victorian frame home was
built in 1899. The house now sits on the lot
north of 6th Street. Its original location was
the corner Main and 6th Streets.
Some features of the house included three
fireplaces on the first floor, a reception area
with oak paneling and carved door frames. The
house has many built-in cabinets and closets
which were unusual for that time period. The
ceilings are 11 feet high and the floors are
made of ine.

Hopkinsville Federal
Savings Bank
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!fraternity
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~
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The Higgins Home
In 1971 the Murray Art Guild bought the
house. The Kentucky Heritage Commission
has designated the house as a Kentucky Landmark worthy of preservation.
"If it is on the historical registry a federally
funded project cannot bother that home. It is
more of a status recognition," Kopperud said.
"If it is on the histor ical registry a federally
funded project cannot bother that home. It is
more of a status recognition," Kopperud said.

Laura Dougherty, a senior journalism major
from Paris, Tenn., is the managing editor for
InSide Muffay State
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Retirees find 'quality life' in
Murray for various reasons
Just b~use Murray is listed as the number
one retrrement spot by Rand McNally's Retirem~nt Places Rated does not mean the community lS made up ofihactive senior citizens rocking
their days away.
" In spite of statistics showing that three out
of every 20 older adults in Murray-Kentucky
Lake (areas) are newcomers, the place doesn't
look at all like a standard resort-retirement
destination;• Richard Boyer and David
Savageau, authors of &tirement Places Rated,
said.
Anne Adams, public relations director for the
Murray Chamber of Commerce, said the
number one reason people are attracted to
Murray stems from the quality of life available
here. Major metropolitan areas do not offer the
care and concern found in Murray.
Boyer and Savageau used six criteria similar
to those most people planning to retire deem
important. Adams said selection was based i>n
independent research. "'They chose 131 cities
throughout the country to observe. We scored
better overall than any other community in the
United States," Adams Raid.
The 3-year designation is based on the followil'\g criteria:
Money Matters-ba..qed on the cost of living,
outlook for jobs and projected income growth.
Climate- rated on the presence of four
distinct seasons as well as mild temperatures,
with an average high of 80 degrees and an
average low of 65 degrees Fahrenheit year
round.
Safety- measured by the number of local personal and property crimes per 100,000 people
on an annual basis.
Services--considered for health care, public
transportation
and colleges andor
universities.
Housing-rated on the average cost of
utilities, property taxes, mortgages and the
availability of rental homes.
Leisure Living--evaluated on the availability
of recreational and cultural activities including Jakes and national parks.
Boyer and Savageau said the 131 places in
the guide are not towns or cities; instead, they
are counties. In their list of places, Murray
may be the name given to the retirement place,
although it actually i ncludes all of Calloway
and Marshall counties.
The scores for Murray-Kentucky Lake received for money matters are from the categories of
household income, cost of living, new jobs
forecast from 1987 to 1995 and growth forecast
from 1987 to 1995.
On the average, salBries in Murray are
$21,590. One hundred point& wer e possible for
the four categories from the cost of living index. Murray scored 76 in health care, 65 in
housing and 62 in state/local taxes for a composite of 83.
Potential retail trade jobs in the area were
projected to reach 60 while services may reach
590. The growth forecast showed an expected
12 percent income increase and an 11 percent
job increase. Overall, Murray scored 4,674
points and ranked 17th of the 131 counties in
terms of money matters.
The scores listed above were from just one of
the six general categories. uMurray won the
best all-round retirement place designation,"
said Boyer and Savageau, "based on the
cumulative score of 226." Murray has had the
number one retirement designation since Sept.
1987. It will expire in Oct. 1990.
Mayor Bill Cherry said be thinks the
hospitality of the people here in Murray is commendable. "Most senior citizens, especially

from the West; look for a clean environment.
We have that clean laid·back environment to
offer. Also, we will be getting a community
center where senior citizens can meet to talk
and play games. Construction will start in July
and take between six months and a year to
' complete.'' Cherry said.
Mary Hathoway, who moved from California
to retire in Murray, said she chose Murray for
several reasons. "First of all, I used to live in
Silicon Valley. There was great water and air
pollution plus a lot of traffic. I brought my
grandson with me because the schools in
Califorrtia were full of problems. I felt he
deserved a better area. We both love it here,"
Hathoway said.
Hathoway agrees with what Mayor Cherry
said about Murray as a clean environment. col
like the clean air and good water; however, I
pay more for food and water," Hathoway said.
Murray State offers a variety of programs
open to the public. Several programs include
concerts. lectures, art exhibits, athletic events
and academic courses with no tuition fee for
people over 65 years of age. ''The ebb and flow
of community life is regulated by the academic
calendar," Boyer and Savageau said.
Murray was selected as the site of the National Boy Scout Museum on the campus of
Murray State UniveTSity. The museum has a
display of 54 original Norman Rockwell paintings, indoor exhibits, theaters, galleries and
games. Boys and girls are able to participate
in activities designe<l to teach leadership skills
and the value of cooperation.
Murray has been receiving natianal attention ever -since Rand McNally designated it as
the number one retirement spot. Adams said
the designation and coverage sticks in people's
minds. "The effects are far reaching and will
go beyond three years," Adams said.
"I feel very strongly we will remain in the
top five, but I doubt seriously we can maintain
the number one . title, especially since the
publication won't sell without something new
and different to offer. Rand McNally has given
us a chance to promote Murray," Adams said.
Adams said there are obvious changes in
Murray. "It is safe to say we have experienced
growth based on our designation. There are
800 new residents and visitation has increased
tremendously," Adams said. Two thirds of the
2,000 visitors to the Chamber of Commerce
seek retirement information. Adams said.
Murray also experienced economic growth.
"New business phone hookups rose 184 percent. The We1come Wagon increased its visits
by 32 percent. The transient room ta""t to the
lodging industry rose 22 percent for an increase in the tourism budget. Yes, visitation is
up," Adams said.
A full color, full page article wil1 be in April
Woman's World magazine, Adams said. The
magazine has a 1.6 million readership and is
the third fastest growing publication. Adams ,
said the article is on Murray and the advan:
tages it offers for retirement as well as
vacations.
The quality of life which Murray offers appe~Js to entire families, not just people of
r:t1rement age. Anne Adams summed it up
rucely when she said, "Poople who move here
are extremely active. They come here to live
not just to retire. These people want to be in:
volved in the community and play a vital
part."
Lisa Tate, a senior public relations major from
Louisville, is a student In the newspaper
reporting class.
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DairyM
Queen serves variety of customers
You are alone with only a book and ten
chapters left to study when it ealJs - your
sweet tooth. What are you going to do?
For most Murray State students the answer
is simple. You need to make a trip to the Dairy
Queen.

"We sell about 100 gallons of ice cream most
days," Emerson said. ''However, there are
some days we sell more and some when we sell
less."
When Murray State is in session business
picks up Emerson said. But also, lake visitors
and MSU Summer "0" sessions also help.

"1 had never heard of Murray before," said
owner Dot Emerson.

"The university is a large part of our
business,'' Emerson said.

Dot and her husband bought the Murray
Dairy Queen in June of 1955. She worked as a
X-ray technician and when her husband Tom
got out of the army they moved to Mayfield
where his parents owned a Dairy Queen.

''But, we have customers who come from out
of town that come to the lakes and drive into
Murray to buy a foot-long hotdog and a
milkshake," Emerson said. "They say it is just
part of their vacation."

At first they hired only one employee.
However, business soon began to grow and
they doubled the size of the building and added
another service window.

Even though Murray State supplies most of
Dairy Queen's customers, Emerson said she
has a variety of patrons.

"When we came they did not even have cokes
- all they had were sundaes, cones and
milkshakes," Emerson said.
They now have about 35 people employed.
Emerson said they try to hire people out of
high school who will not be going away to college. This cuts down on the time needed to
train new people.
"There have been a lot of people who worked
their way through high school and college with
us," Emerson said. " And now we have some of
the children of our original employees workJng
for us."
Business has not slacked-up since the
business was opened 35 years ago. Emerson
said that even adverse conditions do not stop
her most faithful customers.
"There were days years ago when the snow
was so deep," Emerson said, "that my husband
would have to take a pick-up and help push the
customers off the lot."

"We have grandmothers, whole families and
at times people even bring the dog and feed it
· Dairy Queen," Emerson said.
This year celebrates the 50-year anniversary
of Dairy Queen across the nation. Though
Dairy Queen is a national chain Emerson tries
to keep the Murray store a community oriented
business.
"We try to keep it a family business," Emerson said. "We do most of our business by word
of mouth.''
Emerson does not try to compete with hamburger chains. She relies on the quality of the
food and good old fashioned hospitality.
On May 1, Emerson plans to come out with a
• new item that she hopes will continue to bring
in new customers and increase their reputation
as having some of the best ice cream in western
Kentucky.

Dairy Queen opens March 1 and closes Oc·
tober 31. During this period Emerson said
there are periods of good business and times
when things are slow.
"We are busy the first month we are open no
matter what the weather," Emerson said.

"I do not plan on quitting in the future.''
Emerson said. u1 will work as long I am able. I
really enjoy this business."
Jay Morehead, a sophomore journalism major
from Bowling Green, Is a student In the
newspaper reporting class..

Pholo by 8E.UHDA OliVER

Ice cream cones, mllkahakea and aundaee are only a
few ot the t reats Dairy Queen cuatomera can enjoy
f rom March to October.

Congratulations
to our new
initiates!

The Sisters of
Sigma Sigma
Photo by ANITA llo4COOWELL.

Neither cooler temperatures nor bad wea1her affect the bualnesa of Murray's Dairy Queen. Local
patrons enjoy milkahakes despite the unusually cooler spring weather.
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Popcorn popularity grows nationally, 'world's
popcorn capitol' enjoys increase in business
You stand in line and wait to get to the ticket
booth, brimming with anticipation. You walk
ins~de and the smell hits you like a freight
tram. The sweetness, the saltiness, the buttery
aroma. That's right, it's popcorn.
~n recent years, popcorn has caught on like
wtl~re and shows no signs of dying down. Ac·

cordmg to n June 1988 issue of The AtlaTttic
Monthly popcorn sales have climbed steadily
since 1983 and increased by 12 percent in 1987.
The increase in popcorn eating can be
directed to the growing popularity of
microwave popcorn. Sales in microwave popp·
ing corn increased by 74 percent in 1986 and by
41 percent in 1987. With microwave ovens being seen, heard and smelled in most offices
homes and dorm rooms today, these places ar~
beginning to smell like movie theaters.
It is no doubt that popcorn is everywhere, but
did you know that a majority of popping corn
that is eaten in America comes from Murray
and Calloway County? Ellis Popcorn Co. of
Murray is one of America's largest popcorn
distributors.
Photo by A. CRAIG RAYCRAFT

Ellis Popcorn was started 40 years ago in
Calloway County by Herman K. Ellis. Ann
Kelly Bolin, daughter of Ellis, said the popcorn
business began after World War ll when her
father returned· home and started farming.

"He and his brother had an over-abundance
of popcorn with no market readily available
locally," Bolin said.
Bolin added that her father and uncle clean·
ed, shelled and bagged their own popcorn. •
Their first customer was the AtlanUc and
Pacific Company, which is now k:ri.own as A
and P Grocery and "it evolved from that into
what we are today."
"We are local, in that, we have popcorn
grown for us locally and in the surrounding
states," Bolin said. "We have a plant in Terra
Haute, Ind., and one in Topeka, Dl. Our scope
of business is in export and we ship all over the
United States."
And wh~t they evolved into is one of the top
five popcorn distributing companies in the
country.
Ellis Popcorn offers a wide variety of popping
corn. Bolin said they supply large and small
kemal com, mushroom, white and yellow popcorn, but it is the large kernal popcorn that is
eaten in most movie theaters.
Ellis Popcorn supplies many of the movie
theaters from coaat to coast. Locally, they
distribute to the Cheri 3 movie theater in Mur·
ray and to Mayfield's Twin Cinema.
John Hopkins, owner and manager of the
Cheri 3, said their movie theater receives ap·
proximately 150 to 300 pounds every week, but
said their orders increase depending on the
type of movie that is being shown during that
week.
"lt generally increnses when we have an in·
crease in attondencc, but it also depends on
what typ~ of movie we are playmg," Hopkins
said. "If we have a big picture like Batman or
like this year's hit Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles, we see more consumption of over-all
concessions, like popcorn. If we're showing a
horror picture, we have less consumption. It
just. depends on the picture."

Herman Ellla and hla daughter Ann Kelly Bolin, of Ellla Popcorn Co., have bHn
theate,. end atorea with popcorn for more than 40 yeare.
Hop~ ins said a staggering 150 pounds of popcorn ts consumed during a week's time,
however, only 75 pounds is consumed over a
weekend.

aupplylng

local

corn as a main part of their diets and say popcorn makes for a fine breakfast and dinner.
However, the question must be asked. Is
M~rray the popcorn capital of the world? Bolin

"Simply more popcorn is consumed during
the week because there are more days in the
week than during the weekend. We also see
more concessione being sold on 'bargain night'
when the price of admission is cheaper. On the
weekends, the majority of people will go out to
eat either before or after going to the movies,
so we sell less popcorn and other concessions,"
he said.
Other places Ellis Popcorn supplies include
stores which specialize in popcorn. One such
store is English Farms in the Dixieland Shopping Center. Doug Henry, president of English
Farms, Inc., said his store specializes in
gourmet popping corn, which is a hybrid pop·
com, and said they have various flavors of popcorn to make any popcorn connoisseur's mouth
water.
"We offer caramel·flavored popcorn. white
cheddar and pepper cheese for wholesale."
Henry said. "The popularity of a popcorn
depends on the area you are in. The caramel
and white cheddar varieties are our most
popular kinds. We don't have much of a market
for the pepper cheese right now, but I predict
that it'& going to do well."
But taste is not the only reason for the sud.
den "pop" in the popcorn industry over the
paRt several years. Recently, eating right and
,e ating healthy are important to many people,
and popcorn (in its natural state-not sur·
rounded by oil or butter) is a very healthy food.
Popcorn has high amounts of fiber and has only
110 calories in about four cups of popped corn.
Many weight- loss groups, such as the
American Cancer Society and the American
Dental Association, recommend non-fat pop·

---

sa1d she considers Murray to be, but added
there are several other cities in America that
claim the same title.
"There are towns in Ohio, Indiana and
Nebraska that say that they are 'the popcorn
capital of the world.' "
Bolin said the difference between popcorn
and other types of corn is that "other types of
corn just do not pop."
She said the reason popcorn pops is the
amount of moisture in the kernel. The seed or
kernel of the popping corn is much like the old
Indian corn and according to Bolin, the Indians
brought popcorn to the pilgrims at the first
Thanksgiving.
B?lin said the Murray-Calloway County
reg10n of western Kentucky is well-known for
the growing of large kernel popcorn.
"A large percentage of what is grown in this
area is of large kernel variety. When it comes
off the cobb, it's larger and when it pops, it
simply pops a larger kernel of corn. The soil,
the seeds and this region's weather conditions
make it easier to grow than in any other part of
the country," Bolin said.
So the next time you go to the movie theater
and you're sitting in the dark, munching on
your 12-gallon jumbo bucket of popcorn with
triple butter, stop and think for a while, you
just might be going to college in the popcorn
capital of the world.

Rick Walker, a junior journalism major from
Nortonville, Is a student in the newspaper
reporting class.
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Shoe Tree evolves into romantic tradition
Wanted: two students who met, fell in love
and married while attending Murray State.
Needed: one shoe from each to place on the
"shoe tree."
Nailed to the lonely maple tree that stands in
the Quadrangle just beliind Wilson Hall are
sneakers, high heels and just plain old shoes of
aU types. How the tradition of nailing shoes to
the tree came about confu5es both faculty and
students.
The most popular explanation is that when
two students meet at Murray State and decide
to marry, they each nail one shoe onto the tree.
But the man who started it all denies that
love and marriage are involved. "My story of
tbe shoe tree is not as romantic as the tradition
that seems to have grown from a really simple
beginning," said Ames Montgomery, who
graduated from MSU in 1973.
"The beginning of the shoe tree was quite
unintentional. When I attended Murray State,
I collected many things and one day I was
given a large sack of men's and women's shoes.
I really had no interest in saving the shoes so I
.
'
JUSt came up with the idea of putting them in a
tree,'' Montgomery says.
"One afternoon I climbed up the maple tree
that still houses the shoes and nailed them all
over its trunk and limbs,'' he explained.
..My biggest collection while I was in college
was made up of 750 odd gloves. The last time I
visited my parents in Vine Grove, I found those
gloves buried in the basement. I was thinking

of starting a glove tree, but the cold weather in
January changed my mind," he says.
The shoe tree has remained important to
Montgomery, who is now a nursing student liv·
ing in New York City. He says it's wonderful
that the shoe tree bas become somewhat of a
tradition at MSU.
In fact, Montgomery says he came back to
Murray in 1983 for his own lOth anniversary
of the shoe tree. "I noticed that. some of the
or iginal shoes I placed on the tree ten years
earlier were still there, along with a few new
ones."
Th~se additional shoes have come from different students during the years. "People
would look for the oddest shoes they could find
to put on the t ree," says Dr. Frank J ulian
.
'
8880C1ate professor ofpolit icalscience and legal
studies.
"As time passed and shoes began to fall off
the tree, people would replace them with
others," he says. "Some seniors have put their
shoes on the shoe tree just to leave a part of
themselves behind after they left Murray
State."
Whatever their reasons, it appears that Murray State students will continue to nail shoes
to the maple tree as long as it stands and Lbe
legend of the shoe tree will continue.
Su$an Zimmerman
is news editor tor
tntonnation Services at Murray State University.
She originally wrote this story for Inside Murray
State In 1987.

Photo by AN ITA McDOWELL

Terry end St ephanie Griffin nail their shoes to the
••shQe tree" as part of the trediUon for people who
meet, fall In love and marry while attending Murray
State.
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'America's best cheeseburger,'

doughnuts found at Sammon's
Good things take time and hard work. These
two principles are what Gene Sammon built
his bakery on 21 years ago, and that time and
hard work is reflected in his delicious
doughnuts and hamburgers.

" I ' d rather do it myself. It
saves a lot of frustration. I've
tried it 'before but it's hard to
· find people to work these kind
of hours."
- Sammon

Sammons bakery originated from Outlands
Bakery located where the Bank of Murray now
stands. Sammon bought out his employer in
1969. Since then Murray and the surrounding
area have had the pleasure of erijoying the
fruits of his labor.

find people to work these kind of hours," he
said. "Plus, if I mess up it's me and not
somebody else."
Though precise measurement goes into each
doughnut, Sammon said hard work is the name
of the game.
"[t wears you out after 21 years but the
business just evolved. I didn't plan on always
working 80 hours a week. I just planned on
building a successful business," he said.
Another thing to satisfy sugar (and
chocolate) lovers are Sammon's brownies.
When asked where this recipe came from, he
said, "Out of my head."
"You won't fmd them anywhere. I just experimented with these too," Sammon said.
Another experiment that has turned into a
Murray area favorite is, yes, those infamous
hamburgers. The key is the bun, made with
real butter and allowed to rise for 24 hours.
"It started as a hobby and I wanted to pick up
business over lunch hour. Now the sandwiches
do as good as the baking part," Sammon said.
Rightfully so. This is definitely a no friUs
burger - only fresh ground beef, lettuce,
tomatoes and other dressings are worthy of go.
ing 'between this kind of bun.

Doughnuts, cookies, muffins. cakes and other
paslries lure Sammon's fans to the small
bakery on Chestnut street. But with such a
clientele (not to mention taste), there must be
some secret ingredient.

"There's really no secret. Somehow I've just
developed the recipe over the years," Sammon
said. "The recipe 1 use is called World's Fair
doughnuts. I found it in an old cookbook when I
bought the place. It was so old I could hardly
read it."
These made-from-scratch doughnuts, which
are just one of the things Sammon's Bakery is
popular for, contain cake and bread flour,
granulated sugar, cholesterol free shortening
and other natural ingredients. The dough is
then mixed, allowea to rise, cut hito pieces,
deep fried in light oil and then filled with the
homemade jelly, custard and whipped cream
fillings, to name a few. Then they ore iced with
crcnmy, made-from-scratch ft·ost.ings or just
left to be savored plain.
Sammon, whose work day lasts from midnight to 10 a.m., is a believer in the old adage
" too many cooks in the kitchen spoil the soup"
and thus turns out, by himself, 150-200 dozen
doughnuts every day along with many cookies,
cakes, muffins and brownies.
"I'd rather do it myself. lt saves a lot of
frustration. I've tried it before but it's hard to

The legend reached beyond Calloway" County, as the May 28, 1989 issue of The Paducah
Sun dubbed Sammon's ''America's Best
Cheeseburger."
''The American people want
everything instantly but that
doesn't mean it's good," he
said.
Sammon said he would prefer
a better location with a drive in
window, but added he plans to
save himself the headache of
moving the business.
VVhat happens then, when
Gene Sammon hangs up his
apron in a few years? Unless
someone buys the bakery, Murrayans will have only the
memory of the hometown bake
shop where folks gather each
day to drink coffee, talk and
savor those scrumptous
doughnuts, pa~ tr.ies and
hamburgers.
So when going out of town
next time and visiting othel'
bakct'ies, remember (and by all
means nppreciatel the one
which stands far above all the
rest- Sammon's.

Photo by JOHN BEANING

Sammon's Bakery haa gained recognition throughout the
region from Its hamburgers. These burgera, were rated as
America's best.

-
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Angle Middleton, a junior
journalism major from Cobden,
II., Is a staff writer for The Murray

State News .
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Dark-fired tobacco requi,res year-round work
What are those old, grey, leaning buildings
with the metal roofs dotted all over the
Murray-Calloway County area?
To the many Murray State students who are
not from this area, those structures appear to
be seldom used barns built from a different era
The barns are used, but not for livestock or
equipment. The barns are for the firing of one
of the most important crops in the area- darkilred tobacco.
Dark-fired tobacco is used in chewing tobac·
co, snuff and cigar wrappers, said Betty Lou
Farris, who with her husband Cecil, co-owns
Farris Tobacco and Grain Co. in Murray.
Farris said buyers from many tobacco companies , including U .S . Tobacco and
Southwestern Tobacco Co., come to Murray for
auctions. Some of the tobacco is sent overseas.
Van Futrell, a former tobacco farmer and
teacher at the University ofTennessee-Martin,
said dark-frred is unique to this area because of
the climate and the need to use cedar wood for
curing the tobacco.
Futrell stopped raising tobacco, but he still
leases about six acres of land to other tobacco
farmers.
Having enough time is important for a tobacco farmer because it is a year-round job. While
the previous year's crop is at auction, the
farmer is preparing a seed bed for the next
crop, Farris said.
Futrell said that the time which tobacco is
planted is critical to the quality of the finished
product that goes to auction.

· -~

"A week's planting can make a lot of difference." Futrell said.
The plants will be transplanted to a larger
field, so preparation of that field, working the
soil and fertilizing it, goes on while the young
plants are still growing, Futrell said.
When the plants are old enough, each in·
dividual plant is pulled out of the seed bed and
re-planted using a tobacco setter, Futrell said.
The next step is to plow or top the field to
help the tobacco spread and to treat the plants
with chemicals to help prevent the growth of
suckers. Suckers grow from the stalk .a nd prevent the plant from getting larger and growing
more leaves.
Futrell said that after four to six more weeks,
the tobacco is cut, bung on sticks and hauled to
the drying barn.
The frring of the tobacco may be the most important process of all.
"H the person firing the tobacco is really
skilled, they can make a bad crop look good,"
Futrell said.
The firing process takes between six to eight
weeks and then the farmer cuts the leaves off
the stalk and ties about 16 to 20 leaves
together into a "hand," Futrell said.
Each band is put into a bundle weighing between 150 to 350 pounds, Futrell said.
"If it's really good tobacco, it weighs a lot
more," he said.
After this, the farmer is ready to go to auction and have the tobacco graded by United
States government inspectors, Farris said. The
grades Ret minimum prices for the tobacco.

This past year, the Farris' auction was held
every Tuesday and Thursday nights. The auction ran from January through the first week
of March, but there is no .s et date for the close
of the auction.
Due to government regulations, taxes and
health threats, the tobacco industry has changed drastically during the last 25 years.
Farris said that there used to be five different
auctions every night of the week in Murray
and now there are only two held twice a week.
Farris added that now more of their business is
for grain than tobacco.
A.O. Colhoon, who farmed tobacco most of his
life until retiring at the age of 63, said that 25
years ago there were no restrictions on the
amount of tobacco that could be grown.
"I usually raised about four or five acres,"
Colhoon said.
Due to federal restrictions, Colhoon said that
he would only be allowed one and one-tenth ·
acres now.
Futrell is adamantly opposed to legislation
that prohibits the use of tobacco.
"If they don't want to use tobacco, that's
fine," Futrell said, Hbut if they don•t want to
use it, then leave us the hell alone."
Futrell is also concerned about the quality of
tobacco farming in the future in the MurreyCalloway County area.
"We have a lot of older farmers and I'm kind
of worried whether or not the skill is going to
die out," Futrell said.
Mike Paduano, a junior journalism major from
Neptune, NJ, is a staff writer for The Murray State
News.

BRADLEY BOOK Co.
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f
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Students produce 53rd musical
"The campus lights come gleaming one by one
from out (of) the dim recesses ofour minds, and
each one lighu a scene ofyesterday, a scene that
really was, or might have been. And in each
~cene we see ourselves go by. We catch a. glimpse
of laughs, of sighs, of tears. And e're this
[keting dream is gone, we fill our minds with
memories that llet•er ,d ie! ' - Edward K. West,
Gamma Delta
Murray State University's Campus Lights,
which has run for 53 years, is the longest student produced show in the South.
It is a stadent produced musical that is written, directed and performed by students. It is
sponsored by Sigma Alpha Iota sorority and
Phi Mu Alpha fraternity, both are music
fraternities.
It was started by Phi Mu Alpha, which in the
beginning was known as the Men Work Club.
In 1937 they wrote a check for the chapter and
the check bounced. To cover the money, they
decided to do a musical. Campus Lights.
It takes a month to put the show together. In
the spring, the producers select a writer to
write the script during the summer and fall.
Every year there is an average of 50 people
that come to auditions.
Jeff Holden, director of Campus Lights 1990,
said Campus Light.s is campus-wide and
anyone can audition for a pnrt. A person does
not have to be in a fraternity or a sorority to
participate. Those who are in Campus Lights
have a variety of m~ors- music, theater, nurs·
ing, communication, business and physics.
Holden said those who try to get Campus
Lights on its feet are faced with a few problems.
An everyday problem is a lack of time with
having to write an original script, organizing
the equipment and scheduling. After
Christmas break the cast also has to come baCk
two weeks early for rehearsal.
Holden said f9r years Campus Lights has
been a really important way for a lot of~ople
to get to know each other by interaction among
themselves.
"The biggest thing is that it connects so
many different people," Holden said.
Holden said one of tho reasons for making
Campus Lights a tradition is because it was
popular when it started. It also runs every year
because there is a Campus Lights Scholarship
which gears toward music m~ors. Established
in 1986, the scholarship was designed to
recruit talented musicians to Murray State
University.
Derek 0 . Duvall, a sophomore business
management major from Monticello, said Campus Lights was a lot of fun. Duvall said he
learned how to be a better actor and how to
work with people.

108 N. 15th St.

Sunday $trvlcu
Ear1y Worship
Sunday School
Late Worship
Adult Choir
Evening Wors'hip
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7 p.m.

CQII£GE StJNDAY 8CHQQL
Tau~t by Dr. Walt Tibbetts
MSU AssocJate Proressor of

Animal Science
(j{ynn ?.f. Orr, Pastor

'CALLED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE'

Photo oy JOE HEDGES

Kevin Wheet, a freshman theater and art major
from McKEnzie, Tenn. and Greg Knedler, a
sophomore business administration major from
Huntavllle, Ala ., perform In the 53rd annual Campus Lights " Headed for the Future."

Kevin D. Whet>t. tt fn~shman theater and
English major from McKenzie, Tenn., said il
helped to improvf' his ca·aft. Wheet said the only reason why he did it wns because of the performance opportunity.
Amanda J . Baker, a sophomore exercise
physiology major from Clinton, was one of the
featured solo dancers in Campus Lights. Baker
said she learned how to work with a variety of
people and how to work in a cast.
John C. White, a freshman theater major
from Madisonvme, said Campus Lights was a
great opportunity to be in a musical.
'1 really didn't think it would be that dif.
ficult, but it was a huge undertaking," White
said.
"Our uision fades. The campus lights grow
dim, our hands reach out to grasp and hold
each scene, that passe.~, never to return except in
fleeting dreams of cherished yesterdays. Our
days of laughs and sighs and tears are gone.
Guarded with jealous care through passing
years we keep a golckn shrine of memory safe
lock~d within a treasure·house of dreams." -

Bank of Murray
..THE FRIENDLY BANK"
Mem iMr FDIC

Alpha Phi welcomes
alumnae to
Murray State

West

Teresa Maya, a sophomore journalism from
Kenton, Tenn., Is a student In the newspaper
reporting ctass.
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Announcing new lower prices on the Macintosh SE
and Madntosh Plus.
.
Ifyoutllike to enhance your education
and your budge~ take note. We just lowered
prices on two powerful members of our
Macintosh• family, the Macintosh SE and
the Macintooh Plus.
Theill put a world ofpossibilities at
your fingertips. Like graphing the economic
impact ofJapanese expansionism. Analyzing Freud. Or just organizing that stack of
notes. Better ye~ once you've mastered one
application you can use them all, because

all Macintosh software works the same way.
And since every Macintosh runs the same
software and is expandable, it can grow
with you as your needs dwlgt.
Considering aJI this, you should have
no doubts about which course to take. Give

a Macintosh a tr}~ and save.
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